PoinTiNG DEVICES

THeE Roving Roap
RODENTS

ecause of the popularity of Mi-
crosoft's Windows operating sys-
tem, many business travelers
now want to take a pointing device
along with their computer on the road.
But traditional mice and trackballs
don’t fit the bill—or, more exactly, the

airplane tray table—a dilemma that
has spawned a number of alternatives.
Among the many variations of
portable pointers are (clockwise from
left) Hewlett-Packard’s OmniBook
pop-out mouse, Canon’s handheld
trackball, Microsoft’s BallPoint clip-on

INVENTIONS &

Sorrware WiTH
Ipeas OF irs Own

his “scientist” has invented compounds
.l-’rhm‘ no one had ever seen, substances that
may prove to be pofent pain killers. But -
the name on the patent form is quite different
from those of other sderitists. This sdentist is
" Inventon, a unique computer program devek
oped by University of Califomia, Santa Cruz,
- chemist Todd Wipke. .

Recently, Wipke and his studems gmre the ln- ,
venton software some basic information about

morphine: the molecule’s size and shape and
the position of the cmdul,_niﬂogenjund oxygen

atoms that lock info recepfor sites in our brains.

-Then Wipke tumed it loose fo design similar
molecules fitting those ariferia. Several of the

resulting “molecules” (they exist only in theory i

?'-VMlleoreﬁcuimorplﬁnemleculeceutedby A
- Inventon shows the atom types by color.

for now, though Wipke is sure they could be -
-synthesized) looked promising enough to
patent. “Invenfon’s main advantage over hu-

man chemists is that it has no experience ond

no knowledge beyond what we tell it, so it op- =

erates without any preconceptions,” explains

Wipke. “And computers are able fo visudlize in

three dimensions, which is hard for humans.”
Wipke has high hopes for his brainchild—at-

tempting fo find a compound that combats the

AIDS virus may be next.—Jonathan Beard
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trackball, Apple’s PowerBook built-in
trackball, and IBM’s TrackPoint II fin-
ger-control button. Compagq also builds
a mini-trackball into its LTE Lite
portables now, as do a growing number
of manufacturers of notebook and sub-
notebook PCs.—Suzanne Kantra

CD-ROM

CHEcKING OuT
A LiBrary Disc

your local library may be stamped
on a disc rather than printed on
paper. A new lending library program
sponsored by Compton’s NewMedia is
designed to put CD-ROM discs on li-
brary shelves beside the books, video-
tapes, and records.’ _
Initially, about 40 titles covering
business, education, and entertainment
subjects will be available to libraries

The next books you check out at

"":: ~ through the program. They include

Compton’s Interactive Encyclopedia;
Greatest Books Collection; Jazz: A Mul-
timedia History; Sleeping Beauty; and

. Let’s Go: 1993 Budget Guide to Califor-

nia & Hawaii. The dises will run on

" Macintosh, DOS, or Windows comput-

ers. Ordinarily, renting software is ille-
gal. But Compton’s has obtained lend-
ing rights from a variety of publishers
for this library series.—S. K.
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